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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-20 have been examined and are pending with this action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 1 02 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

2. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Cargile (US 4,599,489 A). 

INDEPENDENT: 

As per claim 1, Cargile teaches a method of limiting an application 
program's usage by a user (see col. 12, lines 21-22 & 44-46) comprising the 
steps of: 

executing the application program (see col. 1 1, line 65); 
concurrently starting a timer (inherent: see col.1, lines 61-65 and col. 12, 
lines 46-49); and 

stopping execution of application program if the timer registers a time 
equal or greater than a pre-determined time (see col. 12, lines 49-57). 



Application/Control Number: 10/045,279 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2155 

As per claim 6, Cargile teaches a computer program product on a 
computer readable medium for limiting an application program's usage by user 
(see col. 12, lines 21-22 & 44-46) comprising: 

code means for executing the application program (see col .11, line 65); 
. code means for concurrently starting a timer (inherent: see col.1 , lines 61- 
65 and col.1 2, lines 46-49); and 

code means for stopping execution of the program if the timer registers a 
time equal or greater than a pre-determined time (see col.1 2, lines 49-57). 

As per claim 11, Cargile teaches an apparatus for limiting an application 
program's usage by a user (see col. 12, lines 21-22 & 44-46) comprising: 

means for executing application program (see col .1 1 , line 65); 

means for concurrently starting a timer (inherent: see col.1, lines 61-65 
and col.1 2, lines 46-49); and 

means for stopping execution of the application program if the timer 
registers a time equal or greater than a pre-determined time (see col. 12, lines 49- 
57). 

As per claim 16, Cargile teaches a computer system for limiting an 
application program's usage by a user (see col.1 2, lines 21-22 & 44-46) 
comprising: 

at least one memory device for storing code data (see col.1 , lines 15-20); 

and 

at least one processor for processing the code data to execute the 
application program (see col . 1 1 , line 65), to concurrently start a timer (inherent: 
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see col.1, lines 61-65 and col. 12, lines 46-49), and to stop execution of the 
application program if the timer registers a time equal or greater than a pre- 
determined time (see col. 12, lines 49-57). 
DEPENDENT: 

As per claims 2, 7, 12, and 17, which respectively depend on claims 1 , 6, 

1 1 , and 1 6, Cargile teaches of further comprising the step of ascertaining 
whether the user is permitted to use application program before executing the 
application program (see col.2, lines 4-8 and col.11, lines 62-65). 

As per claims 3, 8, 13, and 18, which respectively depend on claims 2, 7, 

12, and 17, Cargile further teaches wherein the step of ascertaining whether the 
user is allowed to use the application program further comprises the step of 
ensuring that there is not a time interval restriction (see col. 12, lines 54-57). 

As per claims 4, 9, 14, and 19, which respectively depend on claims 3, 8, 

13, and 18, Cargile teaches of further comprising the step of making sure the 
time interval has elapsed before the user is allowed use the application program 
if there is a time interval restriction (see col. 12, lines 54-57). 

As per claims 5, 10, 15, and 20, which respectively depend on claims 4, 
9, 14, and 19, although Cargile does not further teach explicitly wherein the pre- 
determined time, is determined by an administrator, such limitations are 
(inherent: see col. 12, lines 21-22: "owner of software"). 
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Conclusion 

3. Claims 1-20 have been rejected. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Michael Y. Won whose telephone number is 
571-272-3993. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th: 7AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on 571-272-4006'. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through' 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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